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other reasons this is not a book to put into the hands of the 
general reader; a false notion of the perspective of English 
constitutional development will be obtained, and, what is of 
more importance, the relative influences of the factors that 
have contributed to the growth of popular government will be 
missed altogether. The teacher and the advanced student 
however, will find much in it that is suggestive, but it needs 
constandy to be supplemented and corrected by reference to 
other writers. In spite, therefore, of its short-comings M. 
Boutmy's essay is of no small value to those who read it 
critically. 

The studies in constitutional law are more satisfactory ; in 
these the author has sought, first, to sketch broadly the sources 
and present workings of the Constitutions of England and the 
United States, and in his third essay to discuss the subject of 
sovereignty and constitution-making in these two countries 
and in France ; in all three chapters the clear, logical, system- 
atic French mind suggests points of view which doubtless had 
not before occurred to us, and renders us in many places a real 
service. The chapter on the United States has a special inter- 
est for Americans ; in this M. Boutmy astonishes us, both by 
his acute penetration into some of the subtleties of our con- 
stitution, and also by occasional misapprehension or misinfor- 
mation on very simple matters. On the whole it is an excel- 
lent chapter. To this volume Professor Dicey has added many 
valuable short notes, and in each case the translation is so well 
executed that one is never reminded that these works were 
written in another language. C. 



Primi Elementi di Economia Politica, Vol. I., Economia 
Sociale,- Del Dottor Luigi Cossa, Professore Nella R. Univer- 
sity di Pavia. Ninth edition. Pp. 226. Milan : Hoepli, 1891. 

This is a revised and enlarged edition of a little book, at 
first hardly more than a primer, on political economy, which 
has become very popular in Europe, having been translated 
into French, German, Russian, Polish, Spanish, and Portu- 
guese. Eight editions of the original have come and gone 
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since 1875. The peculiarity of the ninth edition is, that its 
text has been carefully revised and in certain chapters enlarged, 
and that it contains much fuller bibliographical and historical 
material than the preceding editions. This latest edition is 
made a vol. I. in what will be a series or system of Cossa's 
First Elements of Economics. Volume II, now in prepara- 
tion, will treat of Political Economy in the strictsense. Volume 
III, is the edition, corrected and enlarged, of Cossa's 
little Science of Public Finances, which has already been 
translated into English. The three volumes will form, the 
author assures us, a strictly co-ordinated and homogeneous 
whole. The chief characteristics of Cossa's " Elements" are 
two : its eminent soundness in economic doctrine, and its 
wonderful clearness coupled with brevity. Cossa stands, in 
the main, upon the ground of the English school as represen- 
ted in Mill's " Principles," but he has the insight to observe on 
the one hand the relativity which attaches to most economic 
doctrine, and on the other, the fixedness and finality of the 
main principles of the science. In scientific exposition he is a 
master. His analysis of each subject is complete, exact and 
perspicuous, and every topic is placed before the reader's 
mind in a few clear and telling propositions. Not a sentence 
is unclear : not a word is lost. The historical sketch of poli- 
tical economy as a science, which begins this volume, the 
author has brought to date. It, with the bibliography at the 
end, also brought to date, affords the best brief conspectus 
extant of the present condition of economics in Europe. The 
account of Italian authors and works is particularly valuable. 
American students of economics wishing to master Italian, a 
very desirable as well as a very easy attainment, would find 
Cossa's "Elemenii" a good book with which to begin. The 
subject matter, being familiar, would aid in the mastery of the 
the vocabulary and even of the grammar. 

E. Benj. Andrews. 

Brown University. 
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